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INTRODUCTION

This has been a labor of love to prepare a
written history of the Kinmundy Christian
Church. Having worked with the pecple of this
church, I have grown to love here leaders and
her members. With the few years that I had an

. opportunity to work here, I alsc grew to appre-

ciate her past.

It is the opinion cf this.vriter that every

church should have her history put into print

;r at least keptl in some fashion. When seeking

to find more information on the past of the

Kinmundy Church, I found most information was

in the memories of her members. To sit and

glean from their minds was a pleasure. The rest
. mad to come from hours at the newspaper office

and libraries.

I consider this to be a first draft of better
things to come. As you reéd this bocklet, may-
be you will be reminded of little bits and pieces
that have bgen omitted. Let me know of anythiné
you coffe up with so that the next draft will be

more complete.

It is my desire that you will learn from this

booklet and grow to love your church more as you

learn of her past. 3 -
1



CHURCHES IN KINMUNDY'S EARLY YEARS

The background and events leading up to any
significant happening is vital to its complete
understanding. We believe this to be true con-
cerning our presentation here of the history of
the Kinmundy Christian Church. Therefore, we
present here a brief summary of the vaéious
church groups that have existed in or near the

city of Kinmundy in years past.

This area was the lacation chosen for a much
needed railway stop in the middle 1800's. A
station spot was chosen, and the city was even-
tually platted and organized.an 1857. This new
city was named Kinmundy, and is so named because
this was the name of the hometown ovér in Scot-
land of one of the London representatives of the
Illinois Central Railroad.

But before the town was ever established,
various denominational churches were -being or-
ganized in the area. A Cumberland ?resbyterian
Church was organized in the area on September T,
1840. The church went by the name of Mt. Carmel

but took the name Kinmundy when the town was



founded under that name. The first church
building built within the city limits was erec-
ted by this group in 1859. Another Presbyterian
congregation was started in 1865 but later
merged with the Cumberland Presbyterian Church.
However, in the lated 1920's, the Presbyterians
became too few in number and the church was
disbanded.

In 1858, circuit-riding Methodist preachers
were coming to Kinmundy and holding preaching
services on numerous occasions. As a resulg,
many were converted to the beliefs of these
preachers. Some of the converts became organ-
ized as a group in 1863 and formed the Kinmundy
Circuit. There was another group called South-
ern Methodists in Kinmundy (from 1869 to the
early 1900's) but they too disbanded. There is
still a Methodist congregation meeting here.
Their building is located at the corner of Third
and Washington Streets.

Baptists were also among the first in the area.
In 1866, a Baptist congregation was organized in
Kinmundy, but it was dissolved in 1873. Another '
Baptist church was started in 1904, but it too
did not last long. At this writing, there are
no Baptist churches located within the city lim-
t£s, although there is one located several miles

from town.
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The Romaﬁ Catholic Church came to the area
as early as 1866 with a traveling priest who was
saying mass in the homes of newly located Catho-
lic families. The Catholic Church in Kinmundy
was begun in 1870. Although the Church has not
become a driving force like it has in so many
other communities, it is still in existance to-

day.

There was at one time a Church of God in the
community, having been organized in 1925, but it
was short-lived. A Pentecostal Church was formed
in more recent history and is still active at

this time.

it the time of Kinmundy's beginning, the Res-
toration Movement was becoming a powerful force.
Congregations were leaving their denominations
as they sought to be simple churches of Christ ¢
after the New Testament pattern. Our portion of
downstate Illinois was not left out when it came
to the promoting of the pure Gospel. Concerned
préachers were going through the area establish-
ing churches their plea for a return to the an-
cient order of things. Although it was started
much 1zt&ér than many of our sister cﬁurches in
the area, the Kinmundy Christian Church was or-
ganized with this plea in mind. IT is their
nistory that we now tell.




- THE BEGINNING

With many churches and in most cases, the
sresenting a date of origin may be a simple task.
Such has not been the case in the gathering of
the material we now present. Records are una-
vailable that would reveal a date that could be
considered the actual founding and organizing -
time. Conflicting dates have been presented in _
the past and these we hope to clarify. We have
come up with various other sources, and as a
result of consulting them, we have come to saome
conclusions that reveal the probable date or time
of organization.

The E.C Bargh family and the Lovell family,
with 2 few other Christians, had held gatherings
on an irregular basis beginning in 1886. These
sarliest meetings took place in their homes and
then in the Knights of Pythias Hall. Beginning
in zbout 1894, Billy Ross and his father, known
as Uncle Johnny Ross, started conducting services
for the group. These two were serving in leader-
ship poszitions with area churches and were con-
cerned with this new group of Christians meeting
in Xinmundy, and therefore offered their assis-__

tance. These services usually took place in the

-
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in the afterncon so that thess giving assistance
.£0 the group could attend with their home congre-
g=aticns. Alsc named as occasicnal attendants
wers R.A. Williams and his wife from the "foung
Schocl District." It is this writer's under-
standing that this refers to the area near Salem
where the Young's Chape} Christian Church now

mesis.

In 1899, two area ﬁfeachers were secured to
hold a2 Revival Meeting for this group of believ-
ers. They were J.H. Smart of Centralia and
S. Hzlleck Rowe of Salem. The local newspaper,
the KINMUNDY JOURNAL, advertised the meeting in
their BSugust 10, 1899 issue ;h the following
way:

Elder Smart, of Centralia, will hold =
services at the M.E. Church, South,

next Wednesday evening under the
auspices of the Christian Church.

Other sources reveal that the meeting lasted
for ssveral weeks, and we believe, therefore,
w=ll into September. -

In the took by N.S. Haynes, History of the

Disciples in Illinois, under the entry for Kin-

sundy, it states that:

Minister J.H. Smart, then with the
church in Centralia, was sngaged by the
mission bcard of the district §o hold

a series of meetings and orgénize a
church. This was done in tThe summer of
1899.



There were = number cof decisions made during this
meeting--several transfers cf membership from
. other communiities and others by confession and

baptism.

“~

One short history of the church says, "“at the
close of this meeting, the church was orga.nized
and chartered." Every indicaticn is that this is
the cass. However, a date for this organizaticn

is mever given. X

In the opinion of this writer, we can get a
Z=neral i;i% of when the church was organized.
Assuming the aforementioned revival meeting be-
Zn in early or middle Auguét and lasted for
several weeks, I believe we are justified in
Zssuming a September, 1899, date is as near as we
2re going to come to the actual date. :

¥arious and, I believe, erroneous dates have
peen presented in the past. With most of them,
w= can understand the misunderstanding of the
records to come up with them. One of these in
particular can be easily reasoned. The June 4,
1833, KINMUNDY EXPRESS advertises that the Chris-
$isn Church will be celebrating their 32nd Anni-
wersary on an upcoming Sunday. It is possible
that they were seeing the 1901 date on the corner-
stone of the building and assumed that to be the
church crganization date.



Im she history of Kinmundy prepared for their
Cess=enial in 1357, the church section gives the
gst= for the Christian Church as "about 1900."

g ssat time, with no history of the church being
E=ct and no official records avai;_.able, that was
the dest they could do. !

In a dmrch "Membership D:u'ectory" prepared in

e, ==rly 1970's, 1898 was givgn as ‘the charter

_ &ate. For this date, we can find‘qo‘prqqt‘, ‘and
thes, we reject it. S e

- WA

e v ie \._.J

>

" Ome of the authors goals m ’Q_:&a e&rly research
- for this booklet was to Find an approximate
&=t= for the official organizing of our congrega-
tiom. Unless some unknown sources are eventually
wmcower=d, we believe the date of September 1899
$s the best we can do. - | .7
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- THE FIRST FIFTY YEARS

Wo== the church was or-gamzed the fourty-one

. seme-ter members sought to properly fellowship and

woe-ship together. Regular services were again
» -
m=ls == they rented the Knights of‘ Pythias Hall,

L ane the 01d School Presbyterian Hall.

o= July %, 1901, E.C. Bargh purchased a lot
‘h corner of Third and Monr-oe Stre

 g=e comgregation soon set out to build
of worship. Financing the building was
ds show

-m as some of their early recor

: .‘ euee!'n about the raising of funds for the

project. When the money wasn't zvail-
‘a, work stopped.

ﬁ building was finally made ready for ser-
A dedica-

“ in the summer of the next year.
1902, with a

Zachary

ticm service was held on June 1,
_‘ i-.llm Restoration Movement preacher,
_‘-t. Se=emey, presenting the dedication sermon.

3 .. Byidently, things went well for the church for

s first tuenty years or so. Indications are
that toe ctanh continued with consistant growth

2=+ @=cen: attendance. Haynes book on Illmoz.s'
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D ea‘ ‘Bisbory which was publ!shed .’m 1914
m -:m ghe Kinmundy entry that their "Bible

~ School began in 1899; present enrollment, 134 .

~ Witk an earcllment that large after only fifteen -

m shows good growth numerically by this new

m‘g hlievers . - A3 e »

"‘ some reason, the next thlrty years (Approx-

.:_ = )917-1947) would be difficult ones for
=S- What few Sunday School records are
mveal that abtendance was considerably
jn the early years. ‘Anywhere from 30-40
2 Sunday School. No WOrship attendance

Avaﬂable for any of these years.
i=

o aa_id .that?‘ it was not an unusual case
st a few éai:her, study a lesson, have a
the Lord's Supper, afid then leave. _
part,-preaéher-s didn't stay long,
y did have a preacher, pr:eaching was

on a tm.ce-a-month set up. -

ez lr i9‘i0's uere the most difficult for
>h. This was the war years and many of
= _Mgme Weekly services continued tc
=iz with the women fulfilling most of the

. =y duties. - . -

3 during this trying time that an uncom-
g= swent ook place--a woman pregacher served this
pes=ticn. ("Uncommon"in that the New Testa-

_‘"* = nct -a}'iow".'subh a practice as woman
e 5

o - e -
= .

v b -
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preachers. This was, therefore, not a common
practice among Bible-preaching,-Bible-practicing,

conservative New Testament churches.) =

Many questions were asked of those who were
in town at that time. The few who were in the
church at that time can not remember all the'cir—
cumstances surrounding the coming of Mollie Carr
Browp to serve as minister."we were able to come
up with a few bits and pieces here'and there, -
- and this writer has come to the following conclu-

sion on the matter.

It appears that Richard Leland’ Brown (usually
written R. Leland Brown in most avai;éBle sources)

was called to serve the church. H;“was a well-
kgswn debater, preacher, and evangelist. His
first wife, Winifred Ann, had passed away, and

he was remarried,to Mollie Carr, a Johnson Bible
College graduate. His coming to serve here would
have been in late 1940. Those who recollect best
say that they can remember he was in poor health
when he came, and no one can_ever remember him
preaching. His illness lingered requiring much
care from those who nursed him.';Our sources be-
lieve that in crder to avoig‘just "kicking them
out" and hiring a différent-preachgr, the church
allowed Mrs. R. Leland Brown (Mollie Carr_Brown),
an able-  Bible scholar herself, to fill th; pulﬁit
for tﬁe time being.
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Sometime during 1941, R. Leland Brown died.
¥ollie Carr Breown continued for a short time
working with the church but would eventually
move back to nere hometown of Grover Hill, Ohio

to work with the Church of Christ in that City.

After the war things began to pick up with
the church. Church socials were becoming a
common thing with the Sunday School Classes.
Attendance with the.Bible School picked up from
~a low point of twenty or so and by the late

40's was consistently well over 50.

-

In the course of the first fifty years of the
church, only two men were known to serve éstl-

“ders of the church. They were E.C. Bargh and

-

Bro. Cheadle.' They were consistently the only
ones to serve gt the Lord's Table_and would

word the prayers on most occasions.

.With the war over and the nation experiencing.
revival iIn most facets of life, the stage was
set for a spiritual revival as well. This op-
poritunity was fogtunately met with action on

the part of these faithful few as you will see.

b
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THE PREACHERS

.-

We choose at this point to list fer you-the
preachefs whé have served the Kinmundy Christian
Church. Since 1949, we have good records to
look at and to be somewhat specific as to the or
“der and time of their ministries. Concerning

- the preache;s of the first fifty years, this
writer has consulted several sources and admits
that there may be mistakes and ommissions, but o
being only human, he pleads ohly for mercy from

-

those who find such error(s).

-

-

To the best of my knowledge, this is the list
of those who served, the dates of their work

here, and other pertinant information:

Bro. Berry . - '_ 1899-1900
Frank O Fannon e 1900-1915

(Served this church longer than any other
minister. His ministry was of the part- -
time variety, making it to Kinmundy abcut
two or three weekends per month. The lo-

= cal paper indicates that on Those weekends
when he was here, a Saturday night preach-
ing service was often held. He worked in
his home area of Centralia and would travel

up from there.) : R &7
Ernest Reed - 1916~ 7
Oscar Hawkins ,l early 20's
K.A Williams = S

13
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_ James F. Rosborcugh - 1927-1930

(A Crawfcrd County, Illinois, native, it.
is said that he was a powerful preacher
and preached throughout Illinois.)

Lloyd V. lovell 1930-1935

(One of the few early preachers to live
on the field. Lovell was a Kinmundy na-
tive and had moved out of state for work
in those tough times. Upon losing his
job, he had traveled back to town where
a revival meeting was being held with
‘Rosborough doing the preaching. Lovell
 was asked to-preach at one of the week
night services. A week later, Lovell was
the church's new preacher. He served a-
lenghty ministry, comparatively speaking.
He was related to the McCulley's of our
town.)

Chester Esque : 1936

R. Paul Arnold | 1937-1940
R.L. Thorpe ; 1940
R.L:i:ngoiiianarr Brown 1940'19&1
George Kelly - middle 40's
B.F. Mahon - late 40's
Everett Field 5 1948-1949

(He would later assist with the "Big Revi-
val"™ of 1349. It is said he served as the
song-evangelist. He was a native of Patoka)

Thomas McGee : 1949

(Bro. McGee was a student at Lincoln Bible
Institute and drove down to preach at
Mason two Sundays a2 month. He was thea
approached by some leaders from Kinmundy
to. come do the same for them. -He did so
for about six months, alternating Sundays
with Mascn, until the coming of DeBault.)
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Delmar D. DeBaulfb 1048-18

un

-
1

{(Having served as the preacher in the "Big
Revival" of '439, he then chose tc retur=n
to this town from which he had graduated-
from High Schocl. He was 4o be the first
"full-time" preacher for Kinmundy.)

Sarcld L. Burnside 1951-1954
Everett Thompson. © 1954-1955
Bufus G.D. Gerkin Nov 27, 1955-Dec 29, 1958
To= Watson Feb 16, 1959-Aug. 6, 1961
#=y Pierson Aug 13, 1961-Dec 30, 1962
wesley Cornell * Jan 6, 1963-May 29, 1966
¥==1 Kenley June 19 1966-May 30, 1971
George Ansley Aug 1, 1971-Mar 24, 1974
D=le Hunt May 12, 1974-Oct 28, 1979
Les Boldt Dec 30, 1979-Aug 28, 1983
Duight Shaffer Mar 11, 1984-

&lso serving the church was Bill Graham as a
Touth Minister one summer in the late 1970's.

Since October 25, 1981, Kinmundy native, Mike
Coursonhas been serving the church as an Associ-
2te Minister. This has been a week-end ministry

suring his schooling at St. Louis Christian Col-

- l=ge.



FROM THE BIG REVIVAL UNTIL NOW

With high expectations, a two-ﬁeek revival
s=eting was planned to begin in late February,
1353, Little did those peoble know the signi-
ficance this meeting would.hold. It would later
s refered to as "The Big Revival" by all who
lokked back on it. =5

Delmar DeBault, a young preacher from the area
w=s chosen to speak for the mgeting,.aﬁd Everett
Fi=lds of Patoka lead ﬁhe.siﬁging. Hundreds of
p=cple would be attracted to this meeéing, with
z8cut 50 or 60 of those making decisions at the
zlos= of the services. :

-

#ith such grand results, iﬁ was decided that
the mesting would be protracted and thus conti-
=== a2s long as necessary. It was to last at

L==3t four weeks as success continued.

With 2 new excitement sparked by the meeting,
this body of believers, many young in the faith,'
scught To keep the excitement going. Reports'
show that this was the case. 1949 was the year
toz2t many would make decisions for Christ un&er
the ministries of McGee and DeBault. So the
~=vival was not to last only a few weeks,.but

r=tner for several years.

16
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| 2r sungay School is any indication of the

‘@sod that a church is doing, then we have all
 gke information we need to reveal the continued
 me=1 of these folk. Attendance hovered well un-
s=r 40 for the most part of the 1940's. However,
~ i= 7349, Sunday School averaged 110 in attendance.
’.ﬁt it doesn't stop there. Here is the average '

stsensznce for some of the years to follow:

= 115

St ia

- 156

R 166

- 171
= SR 187

- 196 .
i 200~ o i
e i 199 |
o 185

g el 3
- e

' *iie ‘that ma y of these people in ;

. for Sunday School did not stay on

ane for Worship Services. Worship Service at-
gesdance would tend to run several less. Why

4t was this way, we could only speculate. Many
were concerned and attempted to remedy the situa-
tion. Eventuélly more would be attending Worship
<2 Sunday School. S

-
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with the large attendance, the original
ouilding was not large enough to house the Sun-
day School. Thus, during the ministry of Tom
watson, in 1961, Several Sunday School classrooms
were added on to the back of the building. This
would adequately-fit the needs of the church un-
£il the late '70's when worship attendance then
began to tause the building to "bulge at the
seams." Since that time, Hbrship Services have
continued to climb until now, - it is not an unusual
sight to see well over 200 in‘aztendance. With
and auditorium that seats barely over a hundred
and an overflow area to seat another seventy-
five or a hundred when packeduéightly together,
2 new church-house began to be considered. Sev-
eral pians have been drawan up in the past, and
mow it looks as if this necessary building pro-

gram will be a reality.

fnother noteworthy event toék place in the
late 1960's during the ministry of Neal Kenley.
¥any congregations were experiencing and geoing j
through some unwanted ordeals because of the'
Disciples of Cbrist denomination. Lawsuits and
public trial seﬁtihgs were taking place with some

of our sister songregations inveolved.

The leadershieﬁpf the church saw that problems
cofid arise in the future if proper action was

not taken. A lettar was sent by the Elders to the
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International Convention of Christian Churches
resulting in a reply on April 1, 1968. It was
the official notification that told of the name
 of our church bein'g'withdraw'n‘ from the Yearbook
of hristian Churches (Disciples of Christ).

~  The church owned no parsonage in i:he first
fifty years, but since the time of Bro. DeBault's
‘ministry, a parsonage has been provided by the
‘songregation. Their first house provided for the
preacher stood on Monroe Street just north of the
‘shurch building on the east side of the street.
house still stands_ although it is no longer
p.-op_erty ot‘, the church. (-

| - During the ministry of Dale Hunt, more pro-

’ was purchased adjacent to the church lot.

were made to erect another parsonage on

s section leaving r‘b‘om'for expansibn of 'the

rch facility. I nice, large house was built -

" m’ide plenty if living space for any _preach-
might come. The Hunt family uas ﬁhe A

£o occupy the new parsonage.

- Additional parking space has been.ﬁim‘c_;_h_ased :
‘scross the street from the present church buil-
2ing to meet the needs of this growing church.

We pray that this church will always be a

: &rowing church with able leaders like those of
t=e past. With members who care and love the
lord, this church will never die.



ADVANCE

(By J. F. Rosborough)

If you can buiibly give g reason, true,

For living hope, secure within your breast;

If you have heard- Christ's gracious call to you:
*“Come unto me and ] will give you rest”;

If you have gome to Him and trust Him, stil]
For pardon, guidance, comradeship angd love;
If you have vielded mind and heart and will
To Him who died for you and reigns above:
If you can keep your loyalties unbroken,
With open mind to every vital fact,

Then, you're g Christian by this token,

Exalt this worthy name by word and act.

If you know how to pray for girength when weak,
And feed upon the Precious bread of life;

If you maintain the Christian spirit, meek,

Yet be God’s soldier in the mighty strife;

If for all trespass you're forgiving,

But for your trespass always take the blame,

Then, with the immortals you are living

Above the lure of sordid gain or fame.

If you can see the world through vision, clear—

The under-nourished, body, mind and soul,

The burdened men and women, childhood’s tear,
Millions who grope in darknegs, without goal;

If you would be to all mankind a brother,

Like Him who loved all men, their hard paths trod,
If you would save, not self, but save another,

Then, you are walking with the Son of God!




